
 

 
 

 

 

 
December 16, 2013 

 
 
D. JaSal Morris, Forest Supervisor 
Cherokee National Forest 
ATTN:  Appeals 
2800 N. Ocoee Street 
Cleveland, Tennessee 37312 
appeals-southern-cherokee@fs.fed.us 
jmorris@fs.fed.us 
 

BY E-MAIL AND U.S. MAIL 
 
Re: Resolution of Appeal of the Middle Citico Vegetation Management Project, Tellico 
Ranger District, Cherokee National Forest. 
 
Dear Mr. Morris: 
 

We are pleased to inform you that, following an informal disposition meeting and 
subsequent discussions with Tellico District Ranger Katherine Foster, we have completely 
resolved the appeal of the Middle Citico Vegetation Management Project filed by Cherokee 
Forest Voices, The Wilderness Society, and Wild South, as documented in the attached Informal 
Disposition Resolution.   

 
We want to recognize and express our appreciation for the time invested in these 

discussions and deliberations by all the Forest Service staff involved, particularly the District 
Ranger as she led this process.  We believe that this resolution benefits the soil and water quality, 
threatened and endangered fish, and special character of the unique Citico Creek watershed, and 
that it continues the District’s movement towards an increased level of information and 
communication that will be productive for all parties involved.  We especially want to emphasize 
the significance of the Forest’s commitment to conduct further pebble count surveys to monitor 
the quality of the aquatic habitat in the creek.     

 
Finally, we appreciate the steps taken to limit logging and road improvements in the Salt 

Spring Mountain and Cowcamp Ridge areas, which are important to the Appellants.  We 
enthusiastically welcome and appreciate your and the Deputy Supervisor’s willingness to meet 
with us to discuss more broadly the issues associated with the management of the Tennessee 
Mountain Treasure areas, including areas that we believe are uninventoried roadless areas in the 
Forest.  We hope that some or all of the District Rangers and relevant staff from the Supervisor’s 
Office will be able to participate, as these issues relate to all districts and several staffing areas, 
such as natural resources, recreation, and engineering/roads.  We hope this discussion will lead 
to greater understanding of all participants’ perspectives and interests regarding these areas and 
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will start us on a path towards identifying some common ground and reducing conflicts 
regarding their management.   We will contact you shortly after the New Year to set up this 
meeting.  

  
 By this letter, pursuant to 36 C.F.R. § 215.17(d)(1) and to the terms of the attached 
Informal Disposition Resolution agreement, the Appellants Cherokee Forest Voices, The 
Wilderness Society, and Wild South hereby withdraw, in entirety, their administrative appeal of 
the Middle Citico Vegetation Management Project on the Tellico Ranger District. 
 

Please contact us if you have any questions. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

 
      Sarah A. Francisco 
      Senior Attorney 
      National Forests and Parks Program Leader 

 
Sam Evans 

      Associate Attorney 
 
        
Enclosure 
 
 
cc:  Leslie Auriemmo, Deputy Forest Supervisor; Katherine Foster, Tellico District Ranger; 
Michael Wright, Ocoee District Ranger 
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